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REN T. GUNTER,
Attorney-at-Law,

Accomac C. H., Va.,
Will practice in all the courts of

Accomac and Northampton counties.

8. JAMES TURLINGTON,
Attorney-at-Law.

Offlees.Accomac C. ll. aud Fair
Oaks, Va.

Practices in all the courts on the
Eastern Shore of Virginia.

JNO. R. and J. HARRY RKW,
Attorneys-at Law.

Offices.Accomac C. H. and Parks-
ley. At Aoeomac C. H., every Wed¬
nesday.

Will practice in all the courts on the
Easteru Shore of Virgiuia.

ROY D. WHITE,
-Attorney-at-Law,-

Offices : Parksley aud Accomac C. H.

Practices in all courts of Accomac
and Northampton Counties.

Prompt attention to all busiuess.

WARNER AMES,
-Attorney-at-Law,-

Offices : Accomac C. H. and Onaucock.
At Accomac C. H. every Wednesday

ami Friday.
Will practice in all the courts of

Accomac and Northampton counties.

JOHN 8, PARSONS,
Attorney-at-Law,

Accomac Courthouse, Va.

Will practice in all couits of Acco¬
mac and North mipton counties.

JOHN E. NOTTINGHAM, Ji:

Attokn ky-at- Law,-
Franktowu, Va.

Practices iu all the courts on the
Eastern Shore of Virginia.
Will be at Eastville and Accomac C.

H tirst day of every court and at K;.st-
ville every Wednesday.

Otho F. Mears. G. Walter Mapp
MFA RS cv MAPP,

-Attorneys-at-Law,-
Offices : Eastville, Northampton

Couuty aud ccomack Court House

Practice in all courts on Um Eastern
Shore of Virginia.

V. (i. STURGIS,
--Attokn ky-a i-Law..

Offices: Accomac C. H., Ouancoch
am! Eastville.

At Accomac C. H. every Monda)
and Wednesday.

Practices in all courts on Eastern
Shore. Bankruptcy cases a specialty

DR. H. D LILLISTON,
1> KS TI.ST.

.Accomack Court House, Va..

Office hours from 8 a. m. to 5 p. ni Wil
be at Parksley every Tuesday.

FRED. E. RUEDIGER,
. COI* NT Y StUVEYOR,.

Accomac C H., Va.

Thoroughly equipped with latest an.

best instruments, oilers his services t

the citizens of Accomac County.

Will meet all engagements promptly

INSURE WITH YOUR
HOME PEOPLE.

A. C. Matthews
Special,Agent for

The Mutual Life Insur
ance Co*, New York*

Office in the Drug Store at

TEMPERANCE ILLE virginia.

Builders'
Material

We have a large line of all kinds

BUILDERS MATERIAL,
and can save you money if you w

call to see us. We name in part:
DOORS. SASH. BUNDS, MOULDINGS.

MANTELS. NEWELS. GABLE ORRA-
MENTS. L.-.vCKETS, LATHS. BRICK

SHINGLES. HAIK. LIME. CEMENT and ve

.elect CYPRESS RAILING very cheap.

A trial order will convince you th
we can save you money.
Let us give you our prices.
G. T. BENSON & CO.,

KELLER, VA.

Agent for the Angle Lamp*

WM. P. BELL & CO.;
Accomack C. H., Va.,

Druggists.
A FULL LINE OF

FANCY ARTICLES,
DRUGS,

OILS, PAINTS,
SEEDS, &C,

K KPT ON HAND AT LOWEST PRICK

Here You Will Find
Thousands of useful articles not

kepi by any other house on the
Shore and when you need such
articles simply give us a call and
We will not only serve you with [
it promptly, but with anything
you may wish from our

-MAMMOTH STOCK---
We carry lull lines o( Staple
and Fancy goods at all times
consisting oi

Dry Goods, White Goods, Notions, Hosiery, Neckwear, Under¬
wear, Shoes in all qualities and -styles for men, youths', boys,
ladies, misses and children, Mattings, Carpets, Floor and Table,

Oil Cloths, Etc.

Immense lines of Queensware, Lamps and Lanterns, Glassware,
Tinware, Wood and Willow-ware, Hardware, Cutlery, Guns

and Ammunition.

Staple and Fancy Groceries, C-mned Goods, Puked Goods, Con¬
fectionery, Fruits, Vegetable*, &c.

^>Me ats.Fresh and Salt- ail kinds*^"
Hay, Corn, Oats, Bran, Middlings, Chops, Wheat, Rve, Etc.

We will not only treat you well,
but make special effort to give you
the worth of vour money. Come
and see us. Very respectfully,

VI. T. WINDER
THIS is Tlie Place Where Dollars Go Furtheiesi

Come and nee aud you will hv convinced.

I carry in stock a large and well selected line of-

Windows, Doors, Blinds, Mouldings, Stair-rail,
Newels, Mantel!". Bra kets. Builder's Hard¬
ware, Carpenter's Tools. Cooper's Tools, Pump
and Fittings;, Pipes and Valves for Steam Mills,
Cast Iron Cook Stoves, and also tlie best Steel
Range on the market, some of which have been
in use here tor 7 years and sneak for themselves

1 filso have
Cooking Utensils, full line of paints, Oil, Var¬
nish and Stains, Shingles, Bricks, LiniCj Hail
'lerra Cotta Pipe, AmericanWire Fence,\\ agons,
Harness, Mowing Machines, Horse Bakes,
Plows and Planet, .lr. Cultivators, ah kinds of
Seed, large stock and prices right. I solicit

your patronage. J ours truly,

JOHN W. TAYLOR, Hallwood. Va.

Call on us
If you want at Lcwest Prices,

General Merchandise, Furniture, Cook Stoves, Beaters, k
We have now a larger and better
assorted stock in these and other
lines than we have evercarried be¬
fore.

We have in stock also car of wire fence, assorted heightH.

Rogers & Boggs, Melfa, Va*

L. J. HELSON. Organized January 25th. 1898. B. J. MATHIAS

Greenbush Mfg. Co.,
General Herclhiainidise.

The only rianufacturing Industry of Its kind on the Eastern Shore «

Virginia, rianufacturing all kinds f

YELLOW PfiNE and OAK LUMBER,
for the construction of all kinds of buildings. Lime, Hair, Cement, Prinfc

Nails.&c. in stock.
We manufacture THICK BARRELS.
Headquarters for PUMP PIPE, PUMPS and POINTS. Pipe cut and thread

ed for any leugths from \ to 2 inches In diameter.
Thanking the public for past favors aud soliciting a continuance of youl

patronage. Sincerely yours,

Greenbush Mfg Co.,
Near Accomac C. H.

Crisfield Ice Cream Co.,
.(Successor to)..

Wm. S. Richardson and the F. W. Shi-/era Co,'.
-Manufactuiers of-

Plain and Fancy Cream, Water Ices
Frozen Fruits, &c.

^2^***^ Near Ice Plant. Crisfield, Md. ^*-*^c^>

The plant of the F. W. Shivers Co. having heen purchase*
and added to that of the Crisfield Ice Cream Co. gives us capac
ity of 1,000 gallons daily.

The new plant now in operation and alljorders will he fil
ed promptly.

Can ship hy Express to any station or hy steamer to an

wharf on Peninsula

Garroli Crockett, Manager,
CRISFIELD. Md.

E. W. POLK,
-Formerly of.. POLK & BENSOtf-

MERCHANT TAILOH
Pocomoke City Md.

Will visit Accomac C. H., ev,ry court day.

I. H. Merrill, Proprietor. E. H. Benson, M«aa^9

Peninsula Tailoring Go.,
POCOMOKE CITY, MD.

Will Visit Accomac C. H. Every Court Day.

Calmage!
Sermon

* ft

By Rev.
Frank De Witt Talmatfe. D. D,

Los Angele*, CaL, Dec. 17..ThBli
tx nnlqne study o' tbe life and <hanictcr
of Joseph tbe carpenter, in whose%x- "

ample tbe preacher linds a lesson of In¬
spiration for all husbands and parents.
The text is Matthew I, 10, "Joseph,.tho ,
husband of Mary, of whom wax beru
Jesus." N

Amazing lt is to road the rttviews of
tbe latest books of onr prominent nor-

Mists, lt SflcnW as though we are pe¬

rusing tbs columns of a homiletic re-

view or are reading the resume of the .

sermons of ministers written in a re-

UgtoUS weekly instead of a summary
Of the imaginative works of our secular
writers. The novelist's fad of finding ".
bis heroes and heroines among thc cas¬

tled walls of chivalric times hus to a

great extent passed away. Our mod¬
ern Bulwers are not searching among
the smoke and the tottering walls of a

licentious Pompeii tO seek out their
blinded I.ydias. Our Charles Kingsley*
nre not roaming ab.mt the edge of a

Sahara to lind tbs footprints of a beau-

tiful heathen celibate, Hypatia by
name, our brilliant Sir Walter Scotts
nre not turning the ruins of a Kenil¬
worth castle Into a gorgeous banquet
bull where the rival earls of a mighty
kingdom are rising side hy side to

drink Un* health of a virgin queen. But
a large percentage of < ur modern nov¬

elists are lindlng the scenic settings for
their most powerful chapters among

the Judaean hills or by the placid wa¬

ters of lake Gailles or down among the
vine clad valleys of a Samaritan capi¬
tal.

Yes, the Biblical historical novel ls to

he reckoned with as among the most
Interesting and popular of all modern
novels. While thinking along this line
a catalogue of one of our public libra¬
ries was placed in my hand. As 1
turned the pages I read the following
names of some of the great books of

fiction: There were Joseph Ingraham's
"The Prince of the House of David"
and his 'Tillar of Fire, or Israel In

Bondage;" there were Georg fibers'
"Joshua" nnd Florence Kingsley's "Ti¬

tus, a Comrade of th" Cross;" there
was Marie Coreiii's "Barabbas/* he-
sides a score of other names suggesUve
of Biblical tors, while Edward Everett
lillie's "In His Name," and Charles
Sheldon's "In His Bteps," and Hall
Caine'.s "Christian," and Lew Wallace's
"Ben-Hur," and Nellie L. Helm's
"When Jesus Was Heit* Among Men,"
all deal directly or Indirectly with ori¬
ental teachings and directly with the

life of Jesus translated iuto modern
thought.
But, though uiany of the great char¬

acters of the Old and New "Testaments
barm been made to come forth ont of
their graves and live and breathe as In

times of yore, there is one Hible char¬

acter who has never, so far as I know,
been -made the hero of a historical nov¬

elist's tale. Indeed, there ls one Bible
character that has never, so far as I

know, been made the subject of a ser¬

mon. The ministers neem to Ignore
making a sketch of this man, Just as

do the historical novelists. I allude
here to the character of Joseph. I do

not mean Joseph who was the son of
old Jacob or Joseph of Aramathea, but

of Jn*pj)h of Nazareth, Joseph of Beth¬
lehem, Joseph the carpenter, Joseph
who was the husband of Mary, of
wh-'in Jesus was boru.
Now, as xhe annual Christmas holi¬

days are but a few days off I thought I

.would preach a sermon about Joseph
tlie cariicnter. I want to tell you why
be was at the manger. In other ser¬

mons you hnve heard why Mary was

there, and why the shepherds were

there, and why the wise men were

there, anti why the sheep aud the cattle
and Uie horses were there. Today I

want to tell you why Joseph was there.
And of all the characters of the Bible

there is not one which appeals to ms

lin a more vivid way than does this

brawny, rugged, stout limbed mechan¬
ic, who passed so much of his time
among tlie Zebulon hills.
Joseph came to the manger. In the

first place, to make it possible for Jesus

to be born iu Bethlehem of Judaea. He
eame to the manger in order that the

. words ot the prophet might be fulfilled.
He came to the manger because toward
Judaea all the sages -of the Jerusalem
capital were looking for the expected
Son of God to be born. He came to the
manger, for if he had not come Mary

3 Hie Virgin would never have gone there

to give birth to her child, and the wise
men of the east would never have been

able to find there tlie Infant Christ.
This teing born in Bethlehem waa ab¬
solutely essential for tlie fulfillment ot

prophecy.
The Stamp ot DtTlnlty.

There were two ways by whicb the

Btamp of divinity was to be placed up¬
on Christ's life. The first was by his
miracles. What do I mean by that!

Simply this: When the people began
to crowd around Jesus, nnd he said, "I

am the Son of Cod; follow me," th<

people answered, "How do we know

thou ort the Christ?" He said, "I wii:

show you; come and see." Then h<

stooped down ano made the crooke**
limbs straight. Then he expectorated
upon the ground and made a salve oul

of the spittle and dirt and nibbed 1

upou the blind eyes, nnd they wen

opened. Then he stopped by the blei
of tlie only son of his mother, and shi
a Widow, and he said, "Young man,

say ».nto thee, arise!" Then he turne;

td the people and practically said
.'Could any being, unless he was th

Must Be Quick.

Pains in the stomach and attacks r

tbe colic come on so suddenly and ai

so extremely painful that immediat
relief must be obtained. There is n

necessity of sending for a doctor i
such cases if a bottle of Chamberlain
Colic, Cholera and Diarrhoea R'Smed
is at hand. Nc doctor can present
a better medicine. For sale by

B. 8. Ashby & Co.,
Accomac, All County Agencies.

DU Of God, dO rles? I CS-

land from yon obedience to my wll!
:i account of the wonders that I per-
>nn." Then when the people again
dd, "By what rtgbl dost thou claim
> be the promised Messiah'.'" he could
nswer, "Because I fulfill lu my person
ie predictions of your own prophets,
Dd at tl-- very beginning was that tlt-

¦lanec of Micah the prophet, who
.rote over seven centuries ago, 'But

iou Bethlehem Kphratah, though thou
c little among tbs thoiisniichi of

udah, yet out of thee shall he come

urth unto me that is to bs a ruler In !
srael, whose goings forth have been of

ld, from everlasting.' Did not the

ropbel foresee my birth? Was I not

liraciilously born, according to tile

redi.-lion?'* Jesus wo\ild not have

«en allie to give this convincing au- j
wer if Joseph had not been the mau ho

vas.

By a decres of Boms In reference to
he levylug of taxes Caesar Augustus'
ranted to know how much money he

OUld coil.-ct from his provinces; there¬

on- h..doted a census to be taken.

vii the people of Pslsstlns had to an-

wer to that enrollment But, though
illdae:. was a conquered province, the

loman law allowed itself to lie har-

DonlSSd with the Hebrew law. In

>ther words, it allowed the Hebrew

icople to be enrolled by families, as

hey had always been accustomed to

lo, Instead of by districts. Thus all

he descendants of David assembled at

he proper time in the Bethlehem vil¬

lage, where their great ancestor waa

Dorn. And that was the reason Joseph,
tbe native of Nazareth, traveled all the

ivuy from the north to be enrolled lu

Bethlehem ut that particular time whon

Jesus was boru. Now, Mary would
not have taken this Journey had Jo¬

seph belonged to any other family than

that of David. Why? 1'nder the Ro¬
man law a woman, unless she was a

property holder, did not have to an¬

swer the call of tbs census. Mary was

no property holder. Mary lu her crit¬

ical state of health would naturally
have stayed at home, but Joseph had
to go because he was a man. And be¬

cause he had no one with whom to

leave his wife ls the reason he took
her along. Thus we lind that this

Important fact, fulfilling the ancient

prophecy, which would be so vital to a

Jew, was brough! about by the tender¬
ness of Joseph, the husband of Mary.
On such small matters do great events

hang, ia it not an impressive thought
that God plans all the events of our

lives, as we see in the arrangement of

the circumstances that brought Jo¬

seph and Mary to Bethlehem at this
time?
Why Jimc-pli Went to Hotlil.licm.

Joseph, being a descendant of Da¬
vid, was tiie cause of the Bethlehem
birth of Jesus Christ. You in the same

way nicy be an essential factor for

the divine birth of Miine Immortal soul
You may say you are a humble man,

as was Joseph. You may say you oc¬

cupy only a mechanic's position. You
may h.iv you wear a laborer's garments
But your words and your ucts are go

ing to decide the eternal destiny ol
some immortal soul. It wus the fals«

words of a cowardly peasant guide al

Waterloo that sent Napoleon a life ex

ile to St. Helena. When the batth

raged tbe fiercest the little Corslcai
turned to the peasant who was tied tc

thc saddle of his horse and said, "h
there any obstacle in the way for i

charge iu yonder direction?" Thc peas
ant answered, "No." With that Na

poleou ordered Marshal Ney to bur
the old Guard against the British pha
lan.ves, but instead of hurling tin
French cavalry against the F.nglisl
ranks he led them on a fatal gallo]
into the ravine of Ohain, where the;
tumbled iu uihI were slaughtered b;
thousands, lt wus a false guide tha
destroyed the french anny at Watei
loo. Is it possible that you by ligh
words or by your Inconsistent life ma,
become ¦ false guide to some seekin
soul? Be careful and strive rather t

be, like Joseph, faithful to the call c

duty. He it was who, obedient to th
divine direction, traveled to Bothi,

hem nnd so made it possible for Jesu
to be born in the city of his ancestor:

according to tho word of the prophet.
The protection nnd development c

Christ during the days of his helples
infancy were provided for hy Joseph'
love and care. Christ had to have car

during his Infancy, just as any othe
newborn babe needs enre. Christ
childhood days were passed In muc

the same way that other children liv
out their earlier years. The baby ('liri:

had to be washed and dressed and fe<

He had to he taught to creep nnd ru

and play. He had io be develop*1
physically and mentally, like any oth<
baby boy. Now, as Christ's boyhoc
days were to he so helpless, lt wt

necessary "for God to provide a pr
tec-tor for the helpless Mary and hi
Infant child." Thus God chooses th

humble carpenter aud says: "Josep
go and look after my Son. You are

stand In my place and be to him £

earthly father." And Joseph, In obei
ence to this command, went and sto<

between Jesus and physical and me

tal want. That is another reason wi
we find Joseph at the manger.

Joaeph'a Great Work.

Do you not glory In the fact that
Joseph, the humble carponter, pavi
the way for christ's advent, Joseph, t

humble carpenter, war. the moans

Christ's sustenance during the years
his childhood helplessness? I am gi
thnt God has work for his great men
do. I am glad that he has one pla
for a Moses, and another pince for

Joshua, and another for an Elijah, a

another for a raul, and another for

John, and another for a Luther, and r

other for a Rowland Hill, and anotl
for a Calvin, and another for a Wesli
and another for a I.tne<gn, nnd anotl
for a John Bright and a Gladstone.
do not begrudge any of these men th

prominent fields, but I nm also gi
that God has his humble places wh!

An Emergency Medicine.

For sprains, bruises, burns, sea

and similar injuries, there is nothi
so good as Chamberlain's Pain Bal

thea the wound and not 01

gives instant relief from pain, 1

causes the parts to heal in about c

¦'rt | third the time required by the us

y j treatment. As it is an antiseptic
,'(-, danger from blood poisoning is ave

led. Sold l»v
B. S. Ashby'A Co.

Accomac, All County Agenciei
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are also essential places. I um glad he

hos his places for his Marys, and his
Marthas, and his Elizabeths, and his

po>r widows of Zarephath, and his
.'.iioclis, and his Josepha of Nazareth,
and his Cushis, as well ns for his Joabs,
and Abisliais, and Ittais, and Davids.
Ah, yes, the work of Joseph the car¬

penter caring for thc helpless Christ
luring his years of infancy should
tench us all to honor God in our owu

work in life, no matter how insignifi¬
cant lt may be.
canst thou not seize the Inspiration

nf this lesson for tht: coming Christmas

day? One of the most beautiful pic¬
tures ever painted is thnt called "The
Carpenter Shop of Nazareth." There
Hie great Master opens the humble door
for ail the world to look in and see a

beautiful family scene. On one side of

the room sha a woman sewing. Her

eyes are cast down, but her face ls a

beautiful face.so pure, so gentle, so

truthful. Her fingers are busy. The
financial struggle of that home is a

heavy one to bear. "She layeth her
hands to the spindle, and her hands
hold the distaff." She ls Mury, the
mother of Jesus. At her feet Is a little
flaxen haired child playing. The face

is that of a child, but as you gaze on

those eyes and that wondrous face you
feel that you are watching a perfect
child-aye, a supernatural one. The lit¬

tle child, of course, is Jesus. The lloor
is covered with shavinga. The carpen¬
ter's implements are scattered around.
A strong, powerful limbed workman
ls b. ndlng over a workman's table Join¬
ing together two pieces of wood. This
Hebrew face is that of Joseph the car¬

penter-Joseph, who ls earning bread
for the Infant Christ. "Ah," I said to

myself as I watched that picture,
"would that I might be uble to have
some soul leaning on me as the Infant
Christ was dependent upon Joseph.
Would that I might lead some one to

Christ and then carefully protect him
ami help him during his years of temp¬
tation, even as Joseph protected Jesus

during his years of childhood helpless¬
ly you wonder that Joseph had

a right to be standing near to the mau¬

ger on the tirst Christmas morn?
A Noble and Manly Character.

Tlie ennobling example of a puoe
marital love was furnished by Joseph's
journey to the Bethlehem manger. The

gentle love which bound your father
and mother together and molded you
and your brothers and sisters In a

moral and spiritual way was the same

kind of gentle love that bound Joseph
to Mary and helped to mold the mental
life: of the infant Christ, for, though
Joseph the carpenter was not the fa¬

ther of Jesus, he gave him parental
care and must have received from that

loving nature a boy's gratitude. Still
more as Jesus grew to years of discre¬
tion and learned the circumstances ot
his birth would his love for his mother
Include also the man who had protect¬
ed her. Nothing more manly is found
iu nil history than Joseph's attitude to¬

ward Mary when he found out she was
to become the mother ot the infant
Christ.
Let me explain to you this history

more In detail. Joseph was an intense
man. He was one of those men whom
women have hard work to influence.
He was evidently an elderly man,

probably fifty years of age, but he
was one who when he did surrender
his heart to a woman gave to her lita
whole h.-a-.t and not a part. Ile loved

Mary with that deep, tender, holy af

feet ion which only a true, strong mar,

can give to a truly good, noble, beauti¬
ful woman. He loved her with a love

that would willingly lay down his liff.

if he could make the loved one happier
by the sacrifice. He loved her so mud.

that her companionship became thu
hope, the joy and the heart of his verj
existence. He loved her for time aud
for eternity.
Now, when Mary was about to be¬

come the mother of Christ all the peo¬

ple of her village knew lt. They gos¬

siped about it. They at once looked

upon her as a bad woman. In the

sight of those Hebrew people she waa

a social outcast. Joseph was at first
nnnh troubled. The Bible tells us that

he was nhout to break the bonds of the

marital engagement and "put her away

privily," but whon an angel of the

Lord appeared unto him and said thal

Mary was to become the mother ol

thc' Son of God, "for that which ls con¬

ceived in her is of the Holy Spirit," al

once this brave, noble carpenter be
came her protector. He knew that ht

would be despised for marrying her

yet he hesitated not one instant. Ht

stepped right up to her side. He pul
his arni about her. He said: "Marrj
nie, Mary, nnd slander shall not touct
thee. I shall give thee tbe protectlot
of my name." Then he tamed unc

faced thc cynical, sneering, scoffing
deriding world as with Hashing ey<
he said: "This is my wife. He wb<

strikes at her strikes at me'." DU

you ever read of a more noble au(

manly act than this of Joseph, whi

gave to tbis trembling girl the protec
tlou of his name at the most sacre<

moment of her life?
I am glad that the man who stood tc

Jesus In tbe relation of a father shouli
have been so noble a character am

that his boyhood was spent In a hom
so hallowed by marital affection. If I

was Important for Jesus, the Son o

God, ro have the example of a lovln;
father and mother continually befor
him during the years of his childhooc
ls lt not also vitally important for you
childreu to have the example of a lot
ing father and mother before them
The divine love is first revealed to

child through the Bible? Oh, n<

Through what the minister preachc
In the pulpit or the Sunday schoc
teacher tells him in the Sunday school
Oh, no. It ls first revealed by the get
tleness and kindness with which tb
father of that child deals with tl
mother and the mother with the ti
ther. Beware, O parents, how yo
lose your tempers before your childrei
Beware how you let selfishness cree

into your hearts. Beware how you b
come Jealous or fault finding. Befoi

you lower the standard of love whk

father ami mother should bear to eat

ther before the children go with n

tor a little while back to the carpenh
shop and soe Joseph protecting h

wife from thc sneers of the world at

shielding her honor with his naru

which he was ready to give her whi

before the priest he looked into h

eyes and said, "Mary, thou art my t
loved wife until death doth us part"

The Straggle For ureaa.

The Barlow's struggle for dally
ireud when he became a young man

ITU also tbs result of Joseph's journey
o the manger of Bethlehem of Judaea.
SVhen J iscph went to Bethlehem with
Mary he seemed to say, "I will look
ifter thee and the young child." But
here caine a time when Joseph could
io longer look after Mary aud Jesus.
Death came in nnd took Joseph away.
rheo Jesus had to step iuto Joseph's
dace und become the support of the
rest of the family.
Now, of what did this family consist?

Every Bible commentator who ever

penned a description of Joseph makes
liim out to lie a middle aged or an

slderly mau at the time of his marriage
to Mary. Some assert that uot only
was Joseph a middle aged man when
lie married Mary, but thut he had other
children. Personally I do not believe
there is nny objection to these two as¬

sertions. Scripture Itself seems to har¬
monize with these two suppositions. In
the first place, we find that the Bible
never speaks about Joseph after the
scene In the temple, when Christ as a

boy ls talking with the doctors. Jo¬

seph was not with Mary at the wtddiug
of Cana of Galilee. He. was not with
Jesus during any of his tours. He was

not with Christ at the time of tlie
crucifixion. Therefore the Bible reader
has a right to suppose that a short time
after Jesus came to young manhood Jo¬

seph the carpenter died. Then Christ
has to go to work and take his foster
father's place In tho workshop. He
bad to do ns your elder brother did on

the farm when your father died. When
Christ was little more than a boy he
had to do a man's work.aye, and more

than a man's work. Jesus had to sup¬
port his mother's family.
Christ by the forced toil and strug¬

gle must have been fitted for sympathy
with the struggles of yening men and

young women. There must have been
many a weary hour lu that carpeuter
shop when Jesus, with aching back,
struggled on to igbt the wolf of cold
and of hunger from the door. There
must have been many a blister upon
the hand from the almost ceaseless
gripping of saw and plane and chisel,
There must have been many a bleeding
linger and blackened thumb whet the
tiro<l arin was no longer able to dlrecl
the hammer aright mid instead of strik*
lng the Iron nail lt crashed into th«
bruised flesh, christ as the man sym

j pathless with the hungry, because
Christ as the boy perhaps often wenl
faint to bed that his brothers and sis
ters might have enough to eat. Th<

I ties which bound Mary the mother t(

her eldest son were very sacred. Sid.

by side they must have struggled t<

rear those children. Side by side thej
must have stood by the husband'i

! grave. Side by side they must hav.
drunk deep out of the chalice fillet
with their bitter tears. Christ wai

nurtured and cared for during his yean
of infancy because Joseph the car

penter stood by his manger. Chris
was better fitted for his life work o

sympathy because the children ot tha

same -Joseph were thrown upon Jesus
young shoulders to support.

The Influence of m. Good Mam.

Thus the Influence of a good ma;

lives on after ho has passed away. Th
noble life of some dear oue may hav
stimulated you to deeds of noblenes
while he was yet with you. Let it

power abide with you now that he 1

gone, making you useful to thos
around you and to the Master als<
This truth must have been a dlfficul
one for Mary to learn. It ls, In a

probability, a difficult one for you t
learn also. When tbs next Christina
holiday comes there may be a vacat

chair nt your table. There will bc th
silence which comos from the absenc
of a voice you would like to hear. Thet
will be many hand clasps and man

"Merry Christmases" sung out, bt

there will be one hand clasp you wi
not feel ami oue "Merry Christmas

you will not hear again on earth. Bu
believe me. if my interpretation of th
character of Joseph is true, even In tl
death, or, rather, In the resurrectio
and the redemption of your dear one

you will yet find that God's ways ai

the best ways, although wo may rn

now he able to understand that a

things are working together for good I

them that love God. Remember tin

Joseph the carpenter dead was as mu<

essential to Christ's filial service t

Joseph the carpenter was when alive.
And so, my brother, when you lo<

at the different pictures commemor
tive of the Nativity I do not want ye
to spend all your time watching Mar

or the infant Christ, or the shepherd
or the cattle, or the sheep, or tl
horses, or the wise men. I want yo
at least for a little while, to watch tl

swarthy features of the noble meehan
who stood by the manger as the hu
band of Mary. He was Christ's C"

fender from slander prenatal. He w
Christ's caretaker In Bethlehem. I
was part of Christ's existence In t

Egyptian exile. He was Christ's pt
tector in Nazareth. And as you wat

the face of this noble carpenter ni

you be able to say, "0 God, If lt
not thy will to make me a Moses or

Joshua or a Caleb or a David or

Paul or a John, let me be a true and
faithful Joseph of Bethlehem, Joseph
Nazareth nnd Joseph the husband
Mary, of whom Jesus was born." £u
at least ls my desire when I look up
the rough face and die callous ban
of Joseph the carpenter.

[Copyright, 1905, by Louis Klopsch.]

We will bond yoi
THE NATIONAL SURETYToMPfl

OF NEW YORK.

CAPITAL - - 1,000,000,
Will become sole security on bonds of

mlnlstratora. Executors, Committees of
natlcs. Guardians, Trustees and all bonds
quired in Court proceedings; also bond
Treasurers, Clerks, Assessors, bherlffs, (

¦tables, Contractou, kc.

For particulars and rates address

Wise & Oldham, Agen

Accomac, Va.

Benj. T. Gunter, Consulting Attorney,
A comae Va

ne Daiuniorc runmaiig tu.,
307 Marine Bank Building
Gay and Water Streets,

Factory:-Fell's Point, Baltimore,Md.

Testimonials.
Baltimore Pulverizing Co.,

Baltimore, Md.
Dear Sirs:.I am glad to say that

your 7 per cent. Potato Guano used
along side of a goods costing more

money gave me better results.
Yours,

M. J. Poulson.

Baltimore Pulverizing Co.,
Baltimore, Md.

Dear Sirs:.I used your Special
Sweet Potato Mixture last Spring
along si le goods of a higher Drice,
and can say that I had better results
from your goods than I did from the
higher priced goods.

Very truly yours,
S. 0. Hickman.

Baltimore Pulverizing Co.,
Baltimore, Md.

Dear Sirs: -1 used your 7 per cent.
Potato Guano on Irish Potatoes with
the best of results. I also used your
Special Sweet Potato Mixture beside
a high priced goods and from your
good* I dug a barrel of Potatoes from
25 sprouts, the barrel containg 52
Potatoes.

I remain yours,
J. H. Miles.

FOB SALE BY

WILLIAM T. BUNDICK,
Bloxom, Va.

Parksley Marble Works.
Manufacturers of

MARBLE and GRANITE MONU¬
MENTS, HEADSTONES,

TABLETS, LC.

Also dealer in

WroughtDon 40 ceuts rer ft.
Galvanized Iron 75cts per ft. and up

KOW ARD H. HOWARD, Manager
PARKSLEY, VA.
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A DOLLAB SAVED IS A DOLLAR MADE.

.-ff so~wf!te to'the

Laurel ri ar ble Works,
Laurel, Del.,

DAVIS k BUO., Proprietors.
For prices on Head and Foot Stones,

Monument, Iron Railing and all Ceme¬
tery work in general, and save money.

liOAVIS & BRO.,
LAUREL, DEL.

A.iENTsJ :

W. H. Pruitt, Temperanceville;
E. J. Winder, Onancock;
Gko. W. Ahdkll, Belle Haven;
Bird & DRUMMOND, Orangeville;
Lloyd Smith, Pungoteague.

Cemetery Notice.
Persons in Accomac and adjoining cnuntlea

wishing to mark the grave of a relative or friend
with a

Monument
TABLET, TOMB or HEAD8TOSE
in Marble or Polished Oranite. can now do ao at
a very small outlay as we keep in stock a large
collection of finished work of modem designs of
the beat workmanship and at the very lowest
prices.

115 N. Liberty 8t, near Lexing¬
ton also 311 8. Charles St.

Gartdess Brothers,
Established Seventy-Fire lean*

Baltimore.Md.
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andJEWELRY
Repaired on Short Notice.

I HAVE FOR SALK

Watches, Clocks, Jewelry, Specta¬
cles, Eye-Glasses and

Silverware
n many styles and at lowest prices.

WILLIAM SARTORIUS,
Pocomoke City, Md.

ty Will be at Accomac Court House
every court day.


